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The mission of the Dryden Central School District is to, “Educate and empower each learner to achieve 
excellence and build a better world.” This mission continues while our students are learning from home. 
Our Continuity of Education Plan is designed to provide each student with the means and support to 
continue progressing in their education. Our teachers are also provided the tools and guidance they 
need to continue their work. While teachers and students are prevented from in-person schooling, 
our administrative team and support staff are charged with implementing this plan, and making 
adjustments as new challenges arise. The Core Beliefs outlined in our strategic plan have guided us in 
the development of this plan.

Students come first: The physical and emotional well-being of our students is our top priority.

Everyone can learn: No student will be excluded because of their unique learning needs or 
home resources.

We have high expectations for all: Students will be evaluated on their ability to demonstrate  
their learning. Students will share their work with teachers who will provide regular feedback and  
re-teaching as needed. Students who are not meeting the grade and course benchmarks will be 
provided with additional support.

A safe, joyful, and nurturing environment promotes learning and growth: We have limited  
the amount of required work time for students in order to keep the workload manageable for families. 
We encourage families to participate in enrichment activities.

We encourage creativity, problem solving and innovation: The District Leadership Team will 
meet regularly during the school closure to discuss feedback from the community and problem solve  
as issues arise.

We act with integrity and accountability: Teachers are responsible for tracking their contacts  
with students and families to ensure that everyone has the support they need to be successful. 
Principals and Supervisors are in regular contact with their staff to ensure that the Continuity of 
Education Plan is implemented with fidelity.

We cultivate resilience and build strength of character: Our Social Workers and Counselors are  
in regular contact with students and families who need extra support during this time.

We value diversity and treat everyone with respect, compassion and dignity: All students 
are provided with the tools they need by the district. Students with instructional modifications will 
continue to be provided these services.

Positive relationships and partnerships are essential: We are coordinating with community 
agencies to help families access additional services.
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Instructional Delivery
Elementary Schools

PREKINDERGARTEN & KINDERGARTEN 
Students in Prekindergarten and Kindergarten will receive a packet of paper learning materials from their 
classroom teacher every two weeks. Students will be expected to participate in one hour of activities each school 
day. Teachers will check in with students via telephone two times per week. Students will share their work with 
teachers via phone or video chat. 
Teachers will continue with the district approved curriculum, but will focus on skills that are essential including 
basic literacy and numeracy. Teachers will provide immediate feedback, including re-teaching as necessary. If a 
student is not meeting the grade level standards, or needs additional enrichment, the teacher will communicate 
with the family and develop a plan to provide additional support.

GRADES 1 & 2 
Students in Grades 1 and 2 will receive an iPad to use for home instruction. These iPads will allow students  
with internet access to connect with their teachers via Google Classroom and Google Meet. For students who  
do not have internet access, these devices can be used offline to watch instructional videos and access digital 
 files that are identical to those shared by the teacher via Google Classroom. These files will be uploaded to 
student devices every two weeks. 
Students will be expected to participate in one hour of activities each school day. The hour will be comprised 
of a 20 minute teacher created video lesson, a related activity, and a 20 minute video conference or phone call 
with the classroom teacher or designated support teacher. Teachers will continue to use our current instructional 
programs, but will prioritize the standards that are essential for the student to master before moving to the next 
grade level. All students will be given their Math and English Language Arts workbooks to use at home  
and teachers may use these in learning activities. These materials do not need to be returned. 
Teachers will provide immediate feedback during video and phone conferences. If a student is not meeting the 
grade level standards, or needs additional enrichment, the teacher will communicate with the family and develop 
a plan to provide additional support. 

GRADES 3 – 5 
Students in Grades 3-5 will receive a Chromebook to use for home instruction. Chromebooks will allow students 
with internet access to connect with their teachers via Google Classroom and Google Meet. For students who do 
not have internet access, these devices can be used offline to watch instructional videos and access digital files 
that are identical to those shared by the teacher via Google Classroom. These files will be provided to students on 
a USB drive every two weeks. 
Students will be expected to participate in one hour of activities each school day. The hour will be comprised 
of a 20 minute teacher created video lesson, a related activity, and a 20 minute video conference or phone call 
with the classroom teacher or designated support teacher. Teachers will continue to use our current instructional 
programs, but will prioritize the standards that are essential for the student to master before moving to the 
next grade level. All students will be given their Math and English Language Arts workbooks to use at home and 
teachers may use these in learning activities. These materials do not need to be returned. 
Teachers will provide immediate feedback during video and phone conferences. Teachers will review all student 
work and provide feedback. If a student is not meeting the grade level standards, or needs additional enrichment, 
the teacher will communicate with the family and develop a plan to provide additional support.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION
New York State requires all students in Kindergarten through Grade 5 to participate in a Physical Education 
program. Daily Physical Education lessons will be delivered via pre-recorded video and will be posted in their 
Google Classroom, or be delivered via USB drive or iPad for those without internet access. 

ART, MUSIC & LIBRARY
Art, Music and Library teachers will be providing enrichment activities for students. Some of these activities will 
be delivered via paper packets with additional resources posted to the department’s Google Site. A link to these 
websites will be provided by your student’s classroom teacher. Instrumental Music students will be contacted 
directly by their teacher and will receive individualized support.

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
Students who receive Special Education Services will continue to receive these supports. Our teachers, counselors 
and therapists will be in contact with individual families to establish a delivery method that works best for 
your student. Therapists are able to deliver services remotely, including the use of teletherapy. Students who 
are provided with specially designed instruction will continue to receive these modifications from their service 
provider while participating in remote classroom instruction. Any student, including students in Prekindergarten 
and Kindergarten, who are in need of a device to connect to their service provider remotely will be provided one.  

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES (AIS)
Students who have qualified for academic support services will be contacted directly by their AIS provider to 
establish communications and assist students. AIS providers are available to assist students with the activities 
assigned by their classroom teacher, but will not be assigning additional materials at this time. If you would like 
additional resources to use with your student to address math or reading skills, please let your AIS provider know 
and they will assist you.

ENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE (ENL)
Students who are learning English will be contacted directly by their ENL teacher. This teacher is available to assist 
students with activities assigned by their classroom teacher, but will not be assigning additional materials at this 
time. The ENL teacher can also assist with translating materials, or arranging for a translator to be available for 
phone or video conferences with your student’s classroom teacher.



Instructional Delivery
Middle Schools

ALL COURSES 
Students will receive a Chromebook to use for home instruction. Chromebooks will allow students with internet 
access to connect with their teachers via Google Classroom where they will be able to interact remotely with their 
teachers and view instructional materials. For students who do not have internet access, Chromebooks will be used 
offline to watch instructional videos and access digital files that are identical to those shared by the teacher via 
Google Classroom. These files will be provided to students on a USB drive every two weeks. Any student work that 
needs to be submitted to the teacher will need to be submitted via Google Classroom or saved to this device and 
returned to school when a new USB drive.
Students are expected to participate in two hours of instruction every school day. Students will need to complete 
three lessons for each class every week that school is conducted remotely. Each lesson includes a video/audio 
presentation from the teacher, along with a follow up assignment. Your student will receive a suggested weekly 
agenda from their grade level team. This agenda is designed to help families manage their time and to keep students 
actively engaged in their work for two hours each day. 
Every classroom teacher is available for office hours (via email, video chat or telephone) for two hours each day. 
During this time teachers can provide support to individual student including follow up and feedback to assignments, 
re-teaching, and enrichment. All assignments will be reviewed by the teacher and selected assignments will be 
graded and used as part of the overall course average. If a student is not meeting the grade level standards, the 
student’s teachers and counselor will communicate with the family to develop a plan to provide additional support.

ACCELERATED MATH AND SCIENCE COURSES 
Students who are enrolled in accelerated math or science courses, and who were expecting to earn credit  
towards their High School graduation, will still earn this credit. Due to the long-term school closures,  
New York State has cancelled all Regents Exams for the 2019-20 school year. As a result, any student who  
meets the requirements for passing a Regents course will automatically receive a “pass” on the Regents Exam  
and receive credit towards graduation.

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Students who receive Special Education Services will continue to receive these supports. Our teachers, counselors 
and therapists will be in contact with individual families to establish a delivery method that works best for 
your student. Therapists are able to deliver services remotely, including the use of teletherapy. Students who 
are provided with specially designed instruction will continue to receive these modifications from their service 
provider while participating in remote classroom instruction.

ENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE (ENL)
Students who are learning English will be contacted directly by their ENL teacher. This teacher is available to assist 
students with activities assigned by their classroom teacher, but will not be assigning additional materials at this 
time. The ENL teacher can also assist with translating materials, or arranging for a translator to be available for 
phone or video conferences with your student’s classroom teacher.

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES (AIS)
Students who have qualified for academic support services will be contacted directly by their AIS provider to establish 
communications and assist students. AIS providers are available to assist students with the activities assigned by their 
classroom teacher, but will not be assigning additional materials at this time. If you would like additional resources to 
use with your student to address math or reading skills, please let your AIS provider know and they will assist you.



Instructional Delivery
High Schools

ALL COURSES 
Students will receive a Chromebook to use for home instruction. Chromebooks will allow students with internet 
access to connect with their teachers via Google Classroom where they will be able to interact remotely with their 
teachers and view instructional materials. For students who do not have internet access, Chromebooks will be 
used offline to watch instructional videos and access digital files that are identical to those shared by the teacher 
via Google Classroom. These files will be provided to students on a USB drive every two weeks. Any student work 
that needs to be submitted to the teacher will need to be submitted via Google Classroom or saved to this device 
and returned to school when a new USB drive.
Students are expected to participate in two hours of instruction every school day. Students will need to 
complete three lessons for each class every week that school is conducted remotely. Each lesson includes a 
digital presentation from the teacher, along with a follow up assignment. In addition, every classroom teacher is 
available for office hours (via email, video chat or telephone) for two hours each day. During this time, teachers 
can provide support to individual students including follow up and feedback to assignments, re-teaching, and 
enrichment. All assignments will be reviewed by the teacher and selected assignments will be graded and used 
as part of the overall course average. 
If a student is not meeting the grade level standards, the student’s teachers and counselor will communicate 
with the family to develop a plan to provide additional support. There will not be any final exams held during the 
2019-20 school year. Any student who meets the requirements for passing a Regents course will automatically 
receive a “pass” on the Regents Exam and receive credit towards graduation.

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Students who receive Special Education Services will continue to receive these supports. Our teachers, counselors 
and therapists will be in contact with individual families to establish a delivery method that works best for 
your student. Therapists are able to deliver services remotely, including the use of teletherapy. Students who 
are provided with specially designed instruction will continue to receive these modifications from their service 
provider while participating in remote classroom instruction.

ENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE (ENL) 
Students who are learning English will be contacted directly by their ENL teacher. This teacher is available to assist 
students with activities assigned by their classroom teacher, but will not be assigning additional materials at this 
time. The ENL teacher can also assist with translating materials, or arranging for a translator to be available for 
phone or video conferences with your student’s classroom teacher.

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES (AIS) 
Students who have previously failed a Regents Exam and are retaking a course should continue to participate  
in their AIS class. For the 2019-20 school year, any student who was planning on retaking a Regents Exam, and 
has demonstrated proficiency in their preparatory course, will be given an automatic “pass” on the exam and 
receive credit towards graduation.



Social, Emotional, and Health Supports
Dryden Counselors, Social Workers, and School Psychologists will continue to support students through the use 
of email, phone and Google Meet. This includes services that are part of an Individual Education or 504 Plan. 
Please see the “Contacts” section for information on how to connect with these faculty. 

School Counselors in the Middle School and High School will continue to support students’ social and 
emotional health needs, as well as their academics. Counselors are available to students and families every 
school day during the closure and scheduling for the 2020-21 school year will continue. Counselors meet 
regularly with teachers and building administrators to discuss individual student needs.

High School Counselors will continue to support students preparing for college or careers after graduation. The 
Counseling Department utilizes the district website and the online program Naviance to share information on 
scholarships and colleges. Families of High School students should contact the Counseling Department if they 
need additional information on accessing Naviance.

Social Workers are available to assist families who are in need with a variety of issues including mental  
health support, parenting support, and information on accessing food or medical resources. Social Workers  
are able to provide families with information about community resources that go above what the school 
district is able to provide.

School Nurses will provide leadership, along with the School District Physician, to inform the school district  
of best practices to maintain a healthy workplace for essential staff who must continue to report in person 
during the school closure. 

Faculty who are in need of support are encouraged to utilize the Employee Assistance Program which can 
be reached by phone at (315) 471-1361 or (800) EAP-8764. Administrators will individually contact all faculty 
weekly to answer any questions and ensure that they have the support they need.

DRYDEN TECH HELP 
The Dryden Instructional Technology department is available to assist students, families and teachers remotely 
vie email or telephone from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM every school day. The help line can assist with issues with 
devices and Google applications. The help line can be reached by email at techhelp@dryden.k12.ny.us or by 
phone at (607) 844-8694 x.4111.
The district website has information on using district specific devices and applications on the “Distance 
Learning Resources” page https://www.dryden.k12.ny.us/resources/c_o_v_i_d-19_school_resources.

GOOGLE APPS FOR EDUCATION
Dryden is utilizing Google Apps for Education as our primary platform for the delivery of remote instruction for 
grades 1-12. This suite of applications includes Google Classroom which is a content management system used 
by teachers and students and Google Meet which is a video conference tool. Families can find documentation 
under the “Resources” section of the Dryden website to assist with these applications.

STUDENT PRIVACY AND ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY
Our district is in compliance with all state and federal policies which govern student technology use and 
protect student and staff privacy. Students who receive a district device are responsible for the appropriate use 
of these devices. Students and faculty should only use their devices for educational purposes and should only 
utilize applications that have been approved by the district.

Technical Help

https://www.dryden.k12.ny.us/resources/c_o_v_i_d-19_school_resources


Family Support
DELIVERY OF MATERIALS
Dryden Central School District provided an initial opportunity for families to pick up devices, packets, and 
other materials for supplemental instruction on March 20th. When the school closure was extended, pickup 
of materials and devices to support new, ongoing instruction began on April 16th. The distribution of new 
materials will repeat every two weeks until regular school resumes. Families are notified of specific times and 
dates for pickup through email and phone messages. Home delivery of instructional materials is provided to 
families unable to visit school during this time via school courier. 

FREE INTERNET CONNECTIVITY
Students in Grades 1-12 are encouraged to utilize the online platform to engage with their teachers and 
peers as much as possible. Our local internet service provider, Spectrum, is offering free home internet service 
to qualifying families. Families can visit their website at spectrum.com or call 1-844-579-3743. There are 
also several free Wi-Fi hot spots that students can access throughout the community. The list of locations is 
available on the Dryden website.

RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS WITHOUT INTERNET
All students will be provided with an equal opportunity to participate in distance learning, regardless of the 
ability of the student to access the internet. Students in grades 3 through 12 have been issued Chromebooks 
which will allow students to access video, audio, and other digital materials without an internet connection. 
The files will be distributed to students to upload to their devices on a USB drive. Students will receive a new 
USB drive every two seeks with new lessons. Students in Middle and High School will also save completed 
assignments to the USB drive and the work will be shared with their teacher. Students in Grades 1 and 2 have 
been issued iPads which allow them to access teacher created video lessons and other resources offline. All 
distance learning materials for Prekindergarten and Kindergarten students are provided on paper so no device 
is needed.
Students who are unable to access files through the use of an iPad or Chromebook may request paper copies of 
digital files. Families should contact their building Principal to make these arrangements.

SCHOOL BREAKFAST & LUNCH PROGRAM
Dryden Central School District is providing food to students who qualify for free and reduced price lunch, 
and to any community member who is in need. The district has scheduled regular drop offs to centralized 
locations throughout the Dryden community. The schedule is communicated to families via phone message, 
email, and our district website. If a family is unable to pick up food during the scheduled drop-off, alternative 
arrangements are made by contacting the building Principal.

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
The mental well-being of our students and families is very important to the district and we are collaborating 
with many community agencies. Families may call the school if they have questions about how to access 
resources for themselves or their students at (607) 844-8694 ext. 1444.

Families may also reach out directly to the following local organizations.
• 211 Tompkins/Cortland – general information on community resources  - 211 or (607) 273-8686
• Family and Children’s Services – counseling for children and families - (607) 273-7494
• Tompkins County Mental Health – telephone counseling - (607) 274-6200
• The Advocacy Center – domestic violence resources 24 hours a day – (607) 277-5000
• Crisis Hotline – available for counseling via text message 24 hours a day – text to 741-741
• National Suicide Hotline – counseling and information on resources 24 hours a day – 1-800-273-825



Bacigalupi, Joshua Superintendent ext. 2601 jbaciga1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Benas, Kate Middle & High School Social Worker ext. 4204 kbenas1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Bustamante, Lisa High School Counselor ext. 5282 lbustam1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Cavanagh, Lora Transportation Supervisor ext. 9244 lcavana1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Champlain, Lora Principal, Dryden Middle School ext. 4201 lchampl1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Colunio, Kyle Principal, Dryden High School ext. 5236 kcoluni1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Covell, Cheryl Director Of Curriculum & Instruction ext. 2611 ccovell1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Dardia, Michelle Nurse, Dryden Elementary School ext. 1454 mdardia1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Dickson, Tia Assistant Principal, Dryden ES ext. 1451 tdickso1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Engel, Laszlo High School Counselor ext. 5275 lengel1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Guercio, Eric Counselor, Middle School ext. 4228 eguerci1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Hicks, Mary Social Worker, Dryden ES ext. 1444 mhicks1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Kannus, Michelle School Counselor, High School ext. 5225 mkannus1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Keihl, Rita School Counselor, Middle School ext. 4242 rkeihl1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Kwiatkowski, Todd
Assistant Principal, High School
Director of PE, Health & Athletics

ext. 5201 tkwiatk1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Levine, Anne Nurse, Cassavant & Freeville ES 6228/7236 alevine1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Ludwig, Jennifer Nurse, Middle School ext. 4233 jludwig1@dryden.k12.ny.us

MacCheyne, Patti Director of Technology ext. 4266 pmacche1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Marquis, Adrienne Social Worker, Cassavant & Freeville ES amarqui1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Massari, Stacey Social Worker, High School ext. 4235 smassar1@dryden.k12.ny.us

McConnell, Peg Nurse, Dryden Elementary School ext. 1450 pmcconn1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Merriman, Carrie Secretary to the Superintendent ext. 2602 cmerrim1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Peyus, Allison Social Worker, Dryden Elementary School ext. 1483 apeyus1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Powell, Sarah Assistant Principal, Middle School ext. 4211 spowell1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Price, Cynthia Nurse, High School ext. 5262 cprice1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Rascoe-Strebel, Janet Director of Student Services ext. 1459 jstrebe1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Ryan, Audrey Principal, Cassavant & Freeville ES 6319/7318 aryan1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Serbaniewicz, Darleen School Lunch Specialist ext. 4206 dserban1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Shipe, Emily Business Manager ext. 2603 eshipe1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Stelick, Ellen Social Worker, Dryden Elementary School ext. 1424 estelic1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Sweet, Dale Assistant Principal, High School ext. 5227 dsweet1@dryden.k12.ny.us

Wenzel, Dawn Principal, Dryden Elementary School ext. 1432 dwenzel1@dryden.k12.ny.us
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